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House of Glass

By Cindy L. Bowman
Photography by Charles Hodges

TEVE GOLDMAN'S HOME,
with its contemporary lines and glass
walls, serves as a window to the glass
creations housed within. Light infil-
rates from all sides, carching its

reflection in everything from the granite floors,

glass saircase and glas ceiling o the glass sculp-
tures strategically placed throughout.

I buile this house as a kind of sculprure,”
says Goldman.

“We cut no trees during the construction of
the house, so the home became par of the envi-
ronment. Because most of the home is glass, its
kind of like a reverse greenhouse.”

Goldman, an art enthusiast and glas colector,
began collecting glass sculpture approximately
three years ago, acquiring his vast collection
rather quickly. Goldman, who holds a degree
in physics, has always found glass and the re-
flection of light interesting,

“T always found the glass within the physics
equipment so interesting that I used to set the
equipment around the house,” says Goldman.

Although some of it has been replaced with
glass sculptures,  few instruments remain on
display throughou the approximately 10,000-
square-foot home.

Goldman explains it has only been in the last
20 years thar glass has become recognized as an
art form.

“Most glass was being done by the Ilians;
it was a very exclusive classical club. Litdeton,
Tagliapictra, Chibuly and guys like them really
strted the finc-art glass movement, which has
become the standard for today’ artises.”

In addition to his affinity for glass he is a
dedicated patron of many Central Florida arts
organizations. One would be hard pressed to
find a group that Goldman is not a part of —
he currenty serves as president-clect for the
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra board and on




the board of the OCCA Festival of Orchestras. He is also
involved with the Bach Festival, Orlando Science Center
and Orlando-UC Shakespeare Festival.

His involvement with the Orlando Muscum of Arc
Acquisition Trust was a catalyst for his excitement about
glass. During one of the Acquisition Truses tips to Seatle,
Goldman acquired Flora Mace and Jocy Kirkpatricks
Zanfirico Apple and lialian Prune Phum sculptures, as well
as Lino Tagliapietra's Half Saturno and Borneo sculprures.

One of his most recent — and covered — glass ventures
is a chandelier creation by Washington artist Dale Chihuly.
‘The 1,200-pound, 16-foot chartreuse chandelier of blown
glass clements will hang in Goldman' living room from
the space frame encasing the two-story glassskylight. Gi
tentacles will extend throughout the space frame. Chihuly
all based on painings that he does prior to,
beginning a sculprure. His painting of the chandelicr
graces one of Goldmans office wall.

Goldman may have even more room for sculptures in
the future. He is planning an extension of his glass house
with a 16,000-square-foot addition to serve as office space
and a gathering place. He hopes it will help build excite-
ment and support as a social gathering place for arts
patrons. Goldman believes that only through cathartic
gatherings will the arts community truly come together,
“knitting together a coalition through social bonds.”

More than glass resides in this home; its a hope that
all are forms will thrive,

creations a

Thoe colorfl Chituly gl “custes, " desgned by the s spcifcallyfor
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the room.
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Ao Chrstophes Ries
a The logetand
mosc significan Rics seuprure

Tide: Deer Fio and was created in 1990, This
Astis: Chrstopher Ries sculprure ws sculpted from
Description: This picce measures 39 11/16°x 16"x 83/8".  the larges block of optic crysal
“This sculprure was a work in progress when Goldman thac Schort Glass Technologies
visited the seudio. It features a magnificent reflection of  currendy makes.

an abstrace floral pacten within the nterior imagery:

Tide: Moonstone
At Chrisopher Rics

Description: Creaced in 1985, the sculprure
measures 27" x 18” x 14", The glass for th
parcicular pcce has been doped with zin,
iving the gas a luminous qualiy: This work
represents more than a year of hand polishing
0 achieve the final shape. In the bortom of
the sulpruse, a halfsphere about the size of a
tennis ball has been cut and hand engraved
with the detils of the moons surfce. T
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the moon scemingly floats i the inteior of
the sculpuure
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Beginning with a sundard

blowpipe, Taglapitra picks up colored g
intervals. Once the bubble is surrounded
in progres s re-
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Jate and
picked up ac precise inervals onto a glass bubbl. The bubble
isreheated and blown and shaped into
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